- The “Journeying with Jesus” Series - May 17, 2026
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DID JESUS MAKE A MISTAKE OR WAS JESUS MAKING A POINT?
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Mark 8:22-25 /& F[f& & 8:22-25

“They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and begged Jesus to touch him.
He took the blind man by the hand and led him outside the village.
When he had spit on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him, Jesus asked, ‘Do you see anything?’
He looked up and said, ‘I see people; they look like trees walking around.’
Once more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was restored,
and he saw everything clearly.” (Mark 8:22-25)
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A. What Was Jesus Doing Back Then?
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1. Jesus was illustrating (in the physical realm) what the disciples were experiencing
(in the spiritual realm).

HRBATEEREH (fEMEEm) PIfEE/ERER LS (EE e m),

B. What Can We Learn From It Today?
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1. Following Jesus is a progressive journey.
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a. Their ability to “see” things went from “closed” to “cloudy” to “clear”. The identical dynamic takes
place in every one of our lives today.
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“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him
who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great
and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness;
and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance,
and to perseverance godliness; and to godliness, mutual edification; and to mutual edification, love.
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For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from becoming
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have
them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.”

(2 Peter 1:3-9)
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b. Broadway’s depiction of the journey:
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i. Unfamiliar with Christ: “l am not into religion or God.”
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ii. Exploring Christ: “l am open to belief in God, but | am not sure about Jesus.”
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iii. Beginning in Christ: “l believe in Jesus and | am working on what it means to follow him.”
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iv. Growing in Christ: “l am seeking to be closer to Jesus and depend upon him regularly for guidance.
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v. Centered in Christ: “In everything | do, | seek to be a reflection of Jesus.”
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2. Progress on this journey requires two things:
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a. Continual interaction with God.
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b. Continual hunger for God.
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Today’s “Big Idea”... 5 H % E

Following Jesus is an experience of increasing connection
it is not an experience of instant perfection.
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